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FALL 2016

DANCE NEWSLETTER

Dear Dancers, Parents and Friends,   

The start of our year is full of excitement and 
passion as we strive to articulate and plan our 
goals. 

It is the most exciting time of year for me as we 
make time to reflect on what it means to be a 
valuable member of the community we belong to. 
The school's diversity in programming is our 
greatest strength and, as we define who we are, 
we also define our individual responsibility to 
achieve our common goals.  

The dance program continues to  strive to find the 
best practices of communication to allow us all to 
find success in our achievements. I welcome you all 
to the challenge and triumph that the year will 

bring as we define what it means to be an artist, a 
dancer, and an inspiration to everyone around us. 

I look forward to seeing everyone in the studio, on 
stage, and in the lobby. 

Sincerely, 

Artemis Gordon 

Artemis Gordon 
Artistic Director  
Arts Umbrella Dance 
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Splash 
New Date! November 3rd 

Fairmont Hotel Vancouver  

Due to severe weather conditions Splash 2016 has 
been postponed to Thursday, November 3rd at the 
Fairmont Hotel Vancouver. We hope everyone will 
understand the extraordinary circumstances that 
occurred and that will see you all on our new 
date, November 3rd, for what we know will be our 
most successful Splash ever! Your support is 
greatly appreciated. 

http://www.artsumbrella.com/events/
splash-2016/  

Monster Mash 

October 28th, 6:00 pm-9:30 pm  
Arts Umbrella, Granville Island 

This annual fundraiser event is hosted by the Arts 
Umbrella Senior Dance Company. It’s an evening 
full of Halloween fun, including a haunted house, 
cake walk, dance room and many more hauntingly 
exciting activities appropriate for children in 
grades 3 and up.  

Look for posters on our Information Boards soon!!  

Parent Viewing Week 
November 14-19th 

Arts Umbrella Dance Studios 

Our doors will be open to guests for all classes this 
week. Come observe your child’s dance classes, 
and see what makes dance education at Arts 
Umbrella so very special.  

Upcoming Events and Performances

Mixed Nuts: Tradition with a Twist

December 16-18th, 2016 
Vancouver Playhouse 

Mixed Nuts is a classic holiday performance 
reinvented with a twist.  

Families and kids of all ages can enjoy 
AUDC’s modern and engaging retelling of 
Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker”. Mixed Nuts is 
more than just a ballet with a variety of dance 
styles from hip-hop, to ballroom, to the classic 
grand pas-de-deux. 

This year features old favourites and new pieces 
choreographed by leading Vancouver and Canadian 
dancers including Ballet BC and Kidd Pivot 
company members. 

Tickets on sale in November: 

http://www.artsumbrella.com/events/mixed-
nuts/

Arts Umbrella Dance Company presents Mixed Nuts - 
tradition with a twist. These annual performances 
are offered for schools in the Lower Mainland during 
December 13 to 16 at the Vancouver Playhouse. 
Performances are available on a first come first 
serve basis for an administrative fee of $60 per class 
(limited bursaries available). 

Our 2016 school performances are now completely 
booked.  

Please email dance@artsumbrella.com to add your 
school to the waitlist and be added to our priority 
invite list for next year! 

Mixed Nuts School Performances – Sold Out!

mailto:dance@artsumbrella.com
http://www.artsumbrella.com/events/splash-2016/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/events/splash-2016/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/events/mixed-nuts/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/events/mixed-nuts/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/events/mixed-nuts/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/events/mixed-nuts/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/events/splash-2016/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/events/splash-2016/
mailto:dance@artsumbrella.com
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By Elizabeth Graves 
Arts Umbrella/VCC Dance Diploma alumnae 

At the beginning of the summer I participated in 
the week long New Dialect summer intensive and 
Banning Bouldin officially asked me to join New 
Dialect as an apprentice. I am joining a company 
of 12 dancers from all over the US. We began 
rehearsal at the beginning of August for an hour 
long performance in the Cheekwood Botanical 
Gardens with a Contemporary music ensemble 
called Intersection. We spent two weeks 
rehearsing outside in the gardens, in the 
Tennessee heat, a physical piece that made me 
extremely thankful for my cardio in the mornings 
at Arts Umbrella. The performance itself was a 
beautiful experience as we danced as the sun set, 
wearing white costumes, next to these huge 
white sculptures that look like walking roots. 

Banning has brought an incredible group of artists 
and dancers together for the third season of New 
Dialect and I love everyone in the 
company. Banning has already challenged me 
intellectually and physically with her work and I 
am excited to grow in my artistry this year. On 
November 11 and 12 we are going to perform a 
work by Idan Sharabi, Yin Yue, and a new work by 
Banning in the Tennessee Performing Arts Center.  
At Arts Umbrella I had the opportunity to see Idan 
perform at the Chutzpah! festival and we learned 
some of Yin Yue’s rep from Northwest Dance 
Project and I can’t believe we are going to be 
performing their work in Nashville. 

Axis Connect was an incredible 
experience. Cherice and Charissa Barton are two 
inspiring woman and I am so glad to have met 

them. In New York I 
worked with Aszure Barton 
and Jojo again, learning 
some AB&A rep, that we 
performed, and Aszure 
created new rep on us as 
well. Alexandra Damiani 
from CedarLake worked 
with us, and Katarzyna 
Skarpteowska taught us Lar 
Lubovitch rep as Lar 
watched and talked to us 
after. We learned rep from 
Hofesh Shechter’s Fiddler 
on the Roof from Reed 
Luplau in the Broadway 
show (who I saw perform) 
and worked with the 
associate choreographer of 
Hamilton,Stephanie 
Klemons. Alexandra Wells 
and Adam Barruch also 

taught us workshops. 

In Los Angeles I was in Jojo’s new creation and 
that was incredibly challenging but also a blast.  
Cindy Salgado also taught us rep from 
Betroffenheit and Dark Matters.  We created a 
dance film with the director Sarah Elgart, and 
worked with Vincent Patterson, Teddy Forance, 
and talked to a lot of agents who know the 
commercial dance scene.It was a lot of dancing 
and tastes of different parts of the dance world 
and helped me remember how universal dance is 
and that good dance is good dance no matter 
what style or venue it is performed in. It was 
important for me to remember why I love to 
dance and why I think dance is so important. 

I miss Vancouver and Arts Umbrella and all the 
beautiful people and artists there. I can say 
without a doubt that Arts Umbrella changed my 
life by challenging me to discover within myself 
what I think is important in my participation in 
the dance world. It is a sacrifice to choose to be 
an artist and step outside of societal norms to 
have a larger perspective of what is happening in 
the world. I learned that when you see something 
exquisite and beautiful, then you should not let it 
pass you by. Arts Umbrella taught me to only 
accept excellence and beauty from myself and 
everyone around me. I have so many more tools 
in my body that are so instrumental in my dance 
practice wherever I am dancing. I also learned at 
Arts Umbrella how incredibly powerful it is to be 
part of a collective that pushes you and supports 
you towards a common goal of excellence. I don’t 
know where I would be without my sticks and my 
balls, and I will miss Wednesday night rehearsals. 

Photo Michael Slobodian
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Ballet BC welcomes the new apprentices for the 
2016/2017 season:  
Ria Girard, Natassia Marc, Sabine Raskin, and Lucas 
Wilson-Bilbro!  

Congratulations to the four Arts Umbrella dance 
alumni! 
Please see the link here for more information about 
Ballet BC! 
http://balletbc.com/ 

Sophisticated, dedicated, and inspired. The Arts 
Umbrella Dance Company is a Vancouver, Canada 
based pre-professional repertory company. The 
company includes seniors and apprentice ensembles 
that train, rehearse, and perform new, innovative 
works by some of North America and Europe’s 
leading choreographers 

“This insight of the work that is being done on the 
international stage is rare even for most professional 
companies, and yet is being brought to Vancouver 
and presented by our company. The calibre of the 
performance is applauded by dance artists from 
around the world.” Artemis Gordon 

Please see our website for more information about 
the Arts Umbrella Dance Company.  

http://www.artsumbrella.com/programs/dance/
arts-umbrella-dance-company/

Arts Umbrella Dance Company

Exciting News for Arts Umbrella Dance Alumni

Photo Chris Randle

Photo Michael Slobodian

http://balletbc.com/
http://balletbc.com/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/programs/dance/arts-umbrella-dance-company/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/programs/dance/arts-umbrella-dance-company/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/programs/dance/arts-umbrella-dance-company/
http://www.artsumbrella.com/programs/dance/arts-umbrella-dance-company/
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New Student Assessment Program

Photo Michael Slobodian

This year, we are implementing a new student 
assessment program for all Arts Umbrella dancers 
from Level 1 to Post-Secondary. The objective of 
the program is to provide parents with insight into 
their dancer's progress throughout the year. The 
program will be as follows: 

Fall Parent Viewing Week: 
November 14-19, 2016 
A chance to view your child in class (optional). 

Written Assessments: 
First week back to class in January 
Instructors will fill out an assessment form and the 
assessment will be distributed directly to parents. 

Winter Parent Viewing Week/Parent-Teacher 
Meetings: 
January 21-27, 2017 
A second chance to view your child in class and 
meet with their instructor (optional) 
More details to follow. 

June Parent-Teacher Meetings: 
June (exact dates TBC) 
An opportunity to discuss the upcoming year with 
your child's instructor to make the best registration 
choice (optional). 
More details to follow. 
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Arts Umbrella Dance Company performs new and 
innovative works-in-progress by leading Canadian 
choreographers alongside featured special guest 
artists. Limited seating.  

All shows start at 3:30 pm. 

January 15, 2017 
Roundhouse Community Centre, 181 Roundhouse 
Mews 

February 19, 2017 
Goldcorp Stage, 162 W 1st Ave 

March 19, 2017 
Goldcorp Stage, 162 W 1st Ave 

April 9, 2017 
Roundhouse Community Centre, 181 Roundhouse 
Mews 
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Important Dates

Remembrance Day: 
AU Closed: Friday, November 11 
  
Fall Parent Viewing Week:  
November 14-19  

Last Day of Regular General School Classes:  
Saturday, December 10 
 
AUDC Mixed Nuts Performances:  
December 16-18 

Classes Resume:  
Monday, January 9 
 
Written Student Assessments Distributed:  
January 9-14 

Winter Parent Viewing Week & Optional 
Parent/Teacher Meetings:  
January 23 – 28 
 
Family Day: 
AU Closed: Monday, February 13  
 
March Break:  
March 13 – March 26 
 
Easter Weekend: 
AU Closed Friday, April 14 – Monday, April 17  

Victoria Day: 
AU Closed: Monday, May 22 

 
AUDC Season Finale Performances:  
May 25 – 27 
 
Recital:  
June 15-18 (end of regular classes) 
 
Optional Parent/Teacher Meetings:  
June 23-25 
 
Registration Weekend for returning 
students:  
June 23-25 
 
Registration Day for new students:  
June 25 
 
Cecchetti Exam Week:  
June 26-30 

Make Up Dance Schedule for Stat Holidays: 

Thanksgiving: Make up Monday December 12 
Remembrance Day: Make up Friday December 
16 
Family Day: Make up Monday June 19 
Good Friday: Make up Friday January 6 
Easter Saturday: Make up Saturday January 7 
Easter Monday: Make up Wednesday June 21 
Victoria Day: Make up Friday June 23 

Sunday Performance Series
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The Weekly Dance Schedule and all information 
pertaining to the dance program are posted on our 
two information boards, located on the 1st floor 
outside of studio 108, and on the 3rd floor across 
from the elevator. Please take a minute to check 
the boards every time you are in the building. 
Changes to the schedule are posted each Friday 
and are identified in bold, and highlighted in 
colour. 

General School Liaison, Katrina Cruickshank, is 
stepping back from her administrative duties to 
focus on her true passion, instructing our 
students. While Katrina has been completely 
invaluable, we are excited to announce that 
Jeremy Orsted will be taking her place as the 
main contact person for all of our dance students.  

Jeremy joins us from the Arts Umbrella Student 
Services team so he will be a familiar face to 
many! You can reach him at 
dance@artsumbrella.com or find him in the dance 
office (on the main floor of Arts Umbrella 
Granville Island). 

Communication/AU Dance Administration Contacts:

Photo Michael Slobodian
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